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$ntructtbe j£ttrtrtes in tt)e acts. 



By Clyde W. Votaw, 
The University of Chicago. 

THE PRIMITIVE ERA OF CHRISTIANITY. 

AS RECORDED IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 
30-63 A. D. 



Sec. 3. RENEWED HOSTILITY OF THE JEWS TOWARD 
THE CHRISTIANS. 

Acts 3 : 1 — 4:31. About 31-32 A. D. Jerusalem. 

I. Study of the Facts. 

Let the following subclassification and abstract of the material in 
this section be verified, corrected, or improved : 

Par. 1. 3:1-11, A Miracle of Healing by the Apostles. 
Par. 2. 3: 12-26, Peter's Subsequent Discourse in Solomon's Porch. 
Par. 3. 4: 1-4, The Arrest of Peter and John by the Jews. 
Par. 4. 4:5-12, Their Trial before the Sanhedrin. 
Par. 5. 4: 13-22, The Unwilling Release of the Apostles. 
Par. 6. 4:23-31, Consequent Thanksgiving and Prayer of the 
Christians. 

Abstract. — On one occasion, as Peter and John were going into 
the temple to pray, they came upon a lame beggar, and partly for his 
own sake, partly to attract the attention of the people that they might 
preach the gospel to them, they healed the man. Then Peter 
declared to the throng of people that this cure which had amazed 
them was wrought by God, through Jesus their Messiah whom they 
had put to death, but whom God had raised and exalted to heaven. 
And if they would now repent of all their sins, Christ would return, 
and the great Messianic era would come. The Jews, particularly the 
Sadducees, hated and feared the Christian movement. Therefore 
Peter and John were arrested and brought to trial before the Sanhe 
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drill. Nothing could be done, however, for the cure could not be 
denied, and the popular favor toward the apostles was strong.- They 
were simply dismissed with the charge that they should stop preaching 
the gospel, a thing which Peter and John refused to do. The Chris- 
tians were greatly rejoiced at this victory, and gave themselves with 
new courage to their work of spreading the gospel. 

II. Topics for Investigation. 

1. The cure and its significance. — What is the relation of this inci- 
dent to Acts 2:43? Can the time of it be ascertained? Describe 
the condition of the cripple (cf. Acts 3:2, 10; 4:22). Did he know 
that Peter and John were Christian apostles ? Exactly what did Peter 
mean by his words "Silver and gold have I none"? Why did he 
heal this lame beggar? Explain the significance of Peter's command, 
" In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk." Observe that the 
cure was witnessed by many {cf. Acts 3:9; 4:16). See the account in 
Acts 14: 8-18 of a similar cure worked by Paul. What reasons were 
there for recording this miracle at such length ? 

2. Peter's discourse in the temple. — Describe the circumstances 
under which Peter spoke these words (3: 12-26) to the people. Recall 
Christ's discourse here at the temple a year or two before (cf. John 
10: 22-42). Had the activities of the Christians during this intervening 
period been mainly confined to their own company and life, or had 
they been publicly preaching and working ? State the line of thought 
which Peter followed in his address. What were the chief points of 
truth which he brought out ? Review in the gospel accounts the facts 
about Jesus which Peter adduces in 3: 13-15. On the term "Servant" 
(3:13,26) compare Isa. 42:1; Matt. 12:18; Acts 4:27, 30. Explain 
Peter's statement (vs. 17) that the Jews had through ignorance cruci- 
fied Jesus. Why did Peter declare that God had foreseen what would 
happen to Christ, and in it his purpose had been fulfilled (cf. also 
Acts 2:23; Luke 22:22; 1 Cor. 1:23)? Explain the phrase (vs. 21) 
■"the times of restoration of all things" (cf. Isa. 1:24-27; Matt. 
17:11; Acts 1:26; Rom. 8:22, 23; 1 Cor. 15:19-28). Compare 
carefully the Old Testament quotation in vss. 22, 23 with the original 
in Deut. 18: 15-19. Was the reference there to an individual Messiah, 
or to a line of prophets ? State from 3: 26 the nature of the blessing 
which Christ brought to men. What was the practical aim of this 
discourse ? Was its purpose accomplished ? How are we to under- 
stand that this account of the discourse was handed down ? Have we 
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all that Peter said at the time, or only the substance of his address ? 
What is the value to us of this record ? 

3. The trial and release of the apostles. — Why had there been no 
persecution of the Christians since the crucifixion until this time ? 
How had the Christian community been progressing since that time ? 
State the way in which this persecution arose. Who were the leaders 
in this opposition (4:1)? Why were the Sadducees now aroused 
against the Christians ? Did the Pharisees also join in the move- 
ment? Explain the fact that the chief enemies of Christ were the 
Pharisees, while the chief enemies of his followers were, during this 
period, the Sadducees. What does the full, formal meeting of the 
Sanhedrin indicate as to the nature of this trial ? What charge was 
made against Peter and John ? Were they subject to the authority of 
the Sanhedrin ? Consider carefully the defense which Peter made. 
Explain in detail the meaning of 4: 12 (cf. John 3: 18; 14:6 ; 1 Cor. 
3:11; Gal. 1:8, 9; Phil. 2:9-11 ; Heb. 2:3). What was the decision 
of the Sanhedrin in this case? Why was it so mild (cf. 4:16, 21)? 
Did the apostles submit to the decision ? 

4. Peter a nd John, leading apostles. — Why were these two men so 
closely associated in Christian work [cf. Mark 6:7 ; Luke 22:8 ; John 
1:41 ; 18:16; 20:6: Acts 8:14; Gal. 2:9)? Should we understand 
from Acts 3 and 4 that John was always silent in public, or that he 
also spoke to the people and before the Sanhedrin, but that his words 
have not been preserved ? If the latter, why were they not preserved ? 
What is the meaning of "unlearned and ignorant" as applied in 4: 13 
to Peter and John? Does it refer to the fact that they had not been 
trained in the Jewish rabbinical schools {cf. John 7:15)? As a matter 
of fact, are the indications strong, both from their work and their 
writings, that Peter and John were well educated (for their time and 
country), and were possessed of peculiar ability ? Is our English 
translation of this passage misleading therefore? What is the mean- 
ing of the phrase "took knowledge" in 4: 13 (cf. 3: 10) ? Also, what 
is the meaning of the phrase "been with Jesus" in the same verse ; 
does it indicate anything more than that they had been formerly seen 
in company with Jesus [cf. Mark 14:66-71)? 

5. Thanksgiving and prayer of the Christians. — Was the outcome 
of this trial a victory for the Christians over their bitterest opponents? 
Explain why this was an important crisis for the gospel. What were 
the several reasons for this triumph of the gospel? What was the 
number of the Christians at this time (cf. 4:4)? How did they hear 
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of the result of the trial? Was prayer the most natural expression of 
their joy? Consider carefully what is contained in the prayer here 
recorded: ascription to God (vs. 24), recalling the prophecy (vss. 25, 
26), description of the situation (vss. 27, 28), appeal to God for pro- 
tection, courage, assistance, testimony (vss. 29, 30). Why was this 
prayer addressed to God rather than to Christ? What is the New 
Testament usage in this matter? Compare the Old Testament quota- 
tion (vss. 25, 26) with the original in Ps. 2:1, 2. How did it apply to 
this situation of the Christians? With the facts and teachings con- 
tained in verses 27 and 28 compare the gospel records on these points. 
For what did the Christians now pray (vss. 29, 30)? In what ways 
was their prayer answered? As to the form of this prayer, was it a 
prayer made on the occasion by one of the disciples, in which all 
joined ; or was it a stated prayer or chant of the Christians, already 
familiar from use on other occasions, which the Christians now repeated? 

III. Observations and Teachings. 

1. Organization. — The whole number of Christians at this time in 
Jerusalem is recorded as about five thousand. — There is still no formal 
organization of the Christians, the apostles acting as the leaders of the 
community. — Peter and John, often before associated together, appear 
in this section as public preachers of the gospel, and as conspicuous 
representatives of the Christian movement are brought to trial before 
the Sanhedrin. — The disciples were closely bound together in love for 
one another and devotion to the gospel. 

2. Environment. — A year or two after the crucifixion of Jesus there 
arose another persecution of Christianity by the Jews. — In this perse- 
cution the lead was taken by the Sadducees, for they feared that the 
Christians would gain the support of the people and then set up a 
revolt against Roman authority which would overthrow the Sadducean 
political control and rob the Jews of what freedom they had {cf. John 
11:47-49). — The Pharisees did not join actively in this persecution 
because the Christians, contrary to the example of Jesus, did not 
antagonize the Pharisaic system, but continued their conformity to 
established Jewish rites and customs along with their Christianity. — 
The people were friendly to the Christians, and restrained the San- 
hedrin from violence against Peter and John. 

3. Institutions. — As just stated, the Christians remained faithful to 
the religious observances of Judaism, and here the two apostles appear 
in attendance upon one of the prayer hours at the temple. — A gather- 
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ing of the Christians for united thanksgiving and prayer followed the 
release of Peter and John.- — It is possible that in this connection we 
have a liturgical fragment, indicating that even so early the Christians 
had set forms of prayer ; this explanation of the prayer is suggested by 
the absence from it of any specific references to this situation, the 
words being so general that they might refer to any of their escapes 
from Jewish persecution. 

4. Belief and teaching. — It was the God of Israel who had been 
manifested in and was now working through Christ. — Peter charged 
the Jews with the murder of Jesus, but explained their action as due to 
ignorance. — Now, at any rate, they could be no longer ignorant of 
the Messiahship of Jesus, because of his resurrection.— They should 
all repent, then their sins would be forgiven, and Christ would come 
again to consummate his kingdom. — God sent Christ to bless men by 
turning them from their iniquities. — It is only in and through Christ 
that salvation has come to men. — There is an authority higher than 
any human authority, to which all men owe supreme allegiance. 

5. Daily life. — Miracles were worked by the apostles, but only and 
confessedly in the name and by the power of Jesus. — It is the privilege 
of the poor in this world to make many rich, and having nothing yet to 
possess all things. — Peter and John, going about their daily duties, took 
the opportunity to restore a cripple and to preach the gospel with mar- 
velous power and effect to a large number who were interested by the cure. 
— The Christian company were gathered together awaiting in suspense 
the outcome of the trial of the apostles, showing their loving union. 

6. Divine guidance.— Peter and John were by the grace of God 
courageous, confident, and independent before the Sanhedrin. — By 
divine providence the popular sentiment of sympathy for the Christians 
was so strong that the Jewish rulers did not dare to do the apostles 
harm. — The grace, inspiration, and assistance needed by the disciples 
were constantly given them by God. 

Literature. — There will be little found upon this section outside of the commen- 
taries on Acts, see those of Gloag, Hackett, Meyer and the Cambridge Bible. Also 
Neander, Planting and Training of the Christian Church, Vol. I, pp. 41-46; Stif- 
ler, Introduction to the Book of Acts, sec. iv. Information upon the text can often 
be obtained by the use of a Bible dictionary ; the best at present is Smith's Bible 
Dictionary, second edition (Christian Literature Co., N. Y., 3 vols., $22); a new 
Bible dictionary is being prepared by Messrs. T. & T. Clark of Edinburgh (Scribners, 
N. Y., importers), in four volumes, the first of which is to be published in 1897 ; and 
still another, of smaller size, is being prepared by Messrs. A. & C. Black of London 
(Macmillan Co., N. Y., importers), in two volumes, to appear within a year or two- 
That published by the Clarks will probably be the best of the three. 
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Sec. 4. PROPERTY RELATIONS AND BENEFICENCE OF 
THE JERUSALEM CHRISTIANS. 

Acts 4 : 32 — 5 : 1 1. About 31-33 A. D. Jerusalem. 

I. Study of the Facts. 

Let the following subclassification and abstract of the material in 
this section be verified, corrected, or improved : 

Par. 1. 4:32-35, Unity of Heart and Community of Goods. 

Par. 2. 4:36, 37, Barnabas' Notable Gift. 

Par. 3. 5:1-11, The Sin and Punishment of Ananias and Sap- 
phira. 

Abstract. — The Christians were one in heart, interest, and posses- 
sions. The Holy Spirit was with them in their ministry to unbelievers 
and to each other. A charity fund for the poorer brethren was pro- 
vided by those who had more wealth. Particularly interesting was the 
generous contribution of Barnabas, whose home was in distant Cyprus. 
One sad instance marred this enthusiastic beneficence. Two members 
of the brotherhood, who wished to appear as generous as the others, 
but who were at heart wholly selfish, in hypocrisy offered a contribu- 
tion. This sin struck so vitally at the integrity and purity of the 
Christian community that it called down divine judgment upon them. 
Under Peter's condemnation, first Ananias and later his wife were vis- 
ited by sudden death. A deep feeling of awe came over all at this 
solemn, severe meting out of divine justice for the purification of the 
body of disciples from its unholy members. 

II. Topics for Investigation. 

1. The common life of the Christians. — Do vss. 32-35 give a brief 
general description of the Christian community in these first years of 
its life? Explain the meaning of the phrase "of one heart and soul " 
(vs. 32; cf. 1 Chron. 12:38; Jer. 32:39; Rom. 15:5,6; Phil. 2:2; 
1 Peter 3 : 8). About what was the number of Christians in Jerusalem at 
this time {cf. Acts 4:4)? What reasons were there for this great har- 
mony of feeling and activity? Observe once more that witness-bearing 
to the resurrection of Christ was one of the chief features of their work 
(cf. Acts 1:8, 22 ; 2:32 ; 3:15; 4:10). Compare the title "Lord Jesus " 
in vs. 33 with other designations of Christ in Acts (1: 1, 14, 21 ; 2:22, 
32, 36; 3:6, 13-15, 18, 20, 26; 4:2, 10, 13, 18, 27, 30). Meaning of 
"great grace was upon them all" (vs. 33)? How did the fraternity of 
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the disciples appear in their property relations? Is the expression 
"laid them at the apostles' feet" (vs. 35, cf. vs. 37 and 5:2) to be 
understood literally or figuratively? Why had the apostles given a 
surname (vs. 36) to Joseph? Why is it mentioned that Barnabas was 
a Levite? Locate Cyprus upon the map; was Barnabas' home there? 
Describe the spiritual and moral condition of the community in gen- 
eral. Does Peter still appear as the leading disciple? Were there yet 
any formal officers among the Christians? In 5: n the term "church" 
is for the first time in Acts used of the body of Christians ; what is the 
significance of this? When did this term, as an historical fact, begin 
to be used in this way? What terms had been used of the Christians 
up to this time (cf. Acts 1:15, 16 ; 4: 23, 32)? 

2. The sharing of goods at Jerusalem. — Make a careful study of 
Acts 2:44, 45; 4:32, 34; 5:4, to determine the exact nature of this 
sharing of goods among the Jerusalem Christians. How much need 
was there for such charity? What were the causes of this poverty 
among the disciples? What kind of property was disposed of for these 
purposes? Why is Barnabas' gift especially mentioned (vss. 36, 37)? 
Was this sharing of goods required, or was it in every case purely vol- 
untary? Did those who contributed give all they had, or only such 
a proportion as they saw fit? Was the private ownership of property 
abolished, or was it simply a high degree of the sharing of goods 
between those Christians who had abundance and those who were in 
need? What were the underlying causes of this arrangement: (a) fra- 
ternal beneficence toward needy brethren ; or (b) the supposition that 
it was instituted and approved by Christ in the case of himself and his 
apostles, and should therefore be continued among his followers; or 
(c) the anticipation of Christ's speedy return, when earthly possessions 
would no longer be of value? Was there any relation between this 
Christian sharing of goods and the communism of the Essenes of the 
time (cf. Josephus' Wars of the Jews, II, 8, 3)? How long did this 
state of things continue among the Jerusalem Christians? Is there any 
further reference to it in the Acts or epistles? Was it ever tried else- 
where; if not, why not? Was it a success or a failure at Jerusalem? 
Can any argument for communism among Christians be drawn from 
this sharing of goods? 

3. The sin of Ananias and Sapphira. — Were they members of the 
Christian community? Is anything known about them beyond what 
is here recorded? What was it that they did? Why did they keep 
back part of the price? Were they under any obligations to give it all 
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(cf. vs. 4)? Did their sin lie in their hypocritical pretense that the 
amount turned over to the brotherhood was the whole amount received? 
Why did they make such a misrepresentation? Was it deliberately 
planned? Were Ananias and Sapphira equal partakers in the decep- 
tion? May their sin be described as a "spurious imitation of exalted 
virtue"? How did Peter know of their hypocrisy? Were they at 
heart selfish, while at the same time they wished to appear as generous 
as the others? Explain the meaning (vs. 3) of "Satan filled thy heart." 
What was it (vs. 3) to "lie to the Holy Ghost"? In connection with 
vs. 6 ascertain something about the burial customs of the time. What 
is the meaning (vs. 9) of the phrase " to tempt the Spirit of the Lord "? 
4. Justification of the divine punishment. — In the founding of a 
great institution, sucn as was the Christian church, is it essential to 
have the principles of that institution absolutely recognized and estab- 
lished at the outset? To secure this, what degree of resistance to 
enemies of the institution will be justifiable? Could any blow be more 
dangerous to the infant church than one aimed at the purity and sin- 
cerity of the moral and religious life of its members? Was the sin of 
Ananias and Sapphira anything less than this? Consider whether it 
was premeditated, grossly corrupting, from within the body of believers, 
and essentially unchristian. What sort of punishment in this case would 

(a) extirpate selfishness and hypocrisy from the Christian community, 

(b) exclude all who were not genuine Christians, and (c) support the 
divine authority of the apostles in the founding of the Christian 
church? Was anything short of the punishment inflicted upon Ana- 
nias and Sapphira adequate to effect these things? Did the punish- 
ment in fact accomplish these things? Consider similar visitations of 
God upon sin at critical points in religious development as recorded 
in the Old Testament {cf. Gen. 4 : 1-1 5 ; Lev. 10 : 1-7 ; Num. 16 : 1-35 ; 
Josh. 7 : 1-26 ; 2 Sam. 6: 1-7). Is there reason to think, with Professor 
Ramsay, 1 that the account of the Ananias and Sapphira incident has 
been so modified in transmission as not now to represent exactly what 
took place? 

III. Observations and Teachings. 

1. Organization. — Again Peter appears as leader and spokesman of 
the Christian community. — The apostles were at this time the over- 

1 St. Paul the Traveler, p. 370 : " The episode of Ananias and Sapphira (5 : 1-1 1) 

excites reasonable suspicion The desire to bring into strong relief the 

unselfishness of the primitive church has worked itself out in a moral apologue which 
has found here an entrance alongside of real history." 
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seers of the distribution of the charitable funds among the Christians. 
— The disciples were united in one happy company, of one heart and 
soul, sharing their goods and preaching the gospel. — Two unworthy 
members of the community were removed by divine visitation. 

2. Environment. — The Christians were now at rest from persecu- 
tion from without. — But the purity and integrity of the body of dis- 
ciples was threatened from within, by the hypocrisy and falsehood of 
two members of the community. — Christianity produced a profound 
impression upon those who witnessed it. 

3. Institutions. — It does not appear that the sharing of goods 
among the Jerusalem Christians was a communistic condition. — For 
this sharing was voluntary, limited, local and temporary, and did not go 
beyond a high degree of generosity in giving to their brethren accord- 
ing to their needs. — It may be inferred that the judgment upon Ananias 
and Sapphira came upon them in a public meeting of the Christians. 

4. Belief and teaching. — All sin is primarily against God. — The 
desire to appear what one is not, coveting a reputation for doing what 
one does not do, and the simulation of a feeling which one does not 
feel, are nothing less than hypocrisy, which is essentially unchristian 
and subversive of that which is right and good. — The extreme punish- 
ment visited upon Ananias and Sapphira was held to be just and 
necessary to the well-being of the community. 

5. Daily life. — It would seem that in some respects there was ideal 
fellowship, sympathy, and generosity among the Christians at this 
time. — They were one in heart, purpose, and life.— Their great work 
was the spread of the gospel by witnessing to the resurrection, and 
therefore the living lordship of Christ. — A shadow had fallen across the 
community in the great sin of two of their number. — The severe penalty 
meted out by God made them conscious of how great sincerity and purity 
of life, and devotion to Christian principles, were required of them. 

6. Divine guidance. — God kept his people, even by severest judg- 
ment, from the corrupting effects of sin springing up within the 
Christian community itself. — Divine grace was freely bestowed upon 
Christ's followers to guide and instruct them, and to give them influ- 
ence over non-believers. 

Literature.— Up 'On this section see the commentaries on Acts, especially those of 
Gloag, Hackett, Meyer and the Cambridge Bible. Also Neander, Planting 
and Training of the Christian Church, Vol. I, pp. 24-28 ; Stifler, Introduction to the 
Book of Acts, sec. v ; Weizsacker, Apostolic Age of the Christian Church, Vol. I, 
pp. 52-58 ; Cobb, The Fellowship of Goods in the Apostolic Church (an article in the 
Presbyterian and Reformed Review, January 1897). 
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Sec. 5. APOSTOLIC MIRACLE-WORKING AND FURTHER 
JEWISH PERSECUTION. 

Acts 5 : 12-42. About 32-33 A. D. Jerusalem. 

I. Study of the Facts. 

Let the following subclassification and abstract of the material in 
this section be verified, corrected, or improved : 

Par. 1. 5: 12-16, Activity and Strength of the Christians. 

Par. 2. 5: 17, 18, Second Imprisonment of the Apostles. 

Par. 3. 5: i9-2ia, Miraculous Release and Preaching in the Temple. 

Par. 4. 5:2ib-2 5, Consultation of the Sanhedrin. 

Par. 5. 5:26-32, The Arrest, Trial, and Defense of the Apostles. 

Par. 6. 5:33-39, The Counsel of Gamaliel. 

Par. 7. 5:40-42, Dismissal of the Apostles after Scourging. 

Abstract. — The apostles worked many miracle-signs of healing 
among the sick in Jerusalem, because of which there was great rever- 
ence for the Christians among the people, and many additions to their 
number. The movement was gaining so much strength and prestige 
that once more the Sadducees undertook to check it. The apostles 
were thrown into prison, but the same night were providentially 
released, and on the next day were again teaching in the temple. A 
second arrest followed, and a trial before the Sanhedrin, where they 
were called to account for their disobedience to the previous injunc- 
tion of that body. They replied that their supreme duty was to 
preach the message and authority of Christ to men. The Sadducees 
would have tried violent measures had not Gamaliel, representing the 
Pharisaic members of the Sanhedrin, intervened with counsels of 
moderation. A more lenient decision prevailed. The apostles were 
scourged and dismissed, with the same injunction to cease their teach- 
ing of the gospel. As before, they continued their teaching confi- 
dently and energetically, for the people were with them. 

II. Topics for Investigation. 

1. Apostolic miracle-working. — Note carefully the information on 
this subject which is contained in vss. 12-16. Is the expression, "by 
the hands of" (vs. 12), to be understood literally (cf. Josh. 14:2; 
Mark 6:5; 16: 18) ? Recall also the miracle recorded in Acts 3. Did 
all of the apostles work miracles (cf. 2 : 43 ; 5 : 1 2) ? Did others than the 
apostles also work them (cf. 6:8; 8:6, 7, 13) ? Were they of any other 
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kind than the healing of the sick ? What was the divine purpose in 
the working of them ? Is it definitely stated that any sick were cured 
by the shadow of Peter falling upon them, or was that only their super- 
stitious idea ? Is there any objection to believing that Peter could 
heal without corporeal contact? What is to be understood (vs. 15) 
regarding these shadow cures ? Compare the somewhat similar 
account of miracles of healing by Paul in Acts 19:11, 12. Compare the 
apostolic miracles with Christ's miracles as regards frequency, nature, 
variety, wonderfulness, and influence. In whose name did Jesus work 
miracles (cf. John 5:19; 11:41; Mark 5:41; Luke 7:14, and else- 
where) ? In whose name did the apostles work miracles (cf. Acts 3:6 : 
4: 10; 9:40, and elsewhere) ? What is the significance of the differ- 
ence ? 

2. Activity and prestige of the Christians. — Observe that vss. 12- 
16 form one of the frequent short paragraphs descriptive of the gen- 
eral condition of the Christian community (cf. Acts 2:42, 43-47: 
4 : 32—35 ; 12:24, 25, and elsewhere). The number of Christians is 
constantly and rapidly growing (vs. 14), "multitudes" being added to 
the disciples, and the count is no longer kept (cf. Acts 1:15; 2: 41 ; 
4:4). Where was the center of their evangelistic work {cf. vss. 12, 20, 
21,25,42)? What was the reason of this? How was this possible 
since the rulers were so hostile ? What was the attitude of the people 
toward the Christians, and why? Explain in detail the meaning of 
vs. 13. What success attended the work of the apostles? Consider 
the fidelity, energy, and courage of the Christians in their work. How 
did God show them that he was protecting and guiding them? What 
was the Christian principle on which the apostles could rejoice in 
their suffering (vs. 41, cf. Matt. 5:10-12; 10:16-39; Acts 16:23-25; 
Rom. 5:3 ; Gal. 6: 14; 2 Cor. 6:8-10)? What effect upon them had 
the punishment and prohibition of the Sanhedrin? What is meant 
by "at home" in vs. 42? What is the difference between the teaching 
and preaching noted in vs. 42? 

3. The Jewish Sanhedrin. — When and under what circumstances 
was the Jewish Sanhedrin instituted? What is the meaning and the 
origin of the name Sanhedrin? Of how many members was it com- 
posed? What different classes or parties were represented in its mem- 
bership? How were the Sanhedrists appointed? What were the 
duration, qualifications, and duties of office? Who presided over the 
body? What was the relative strength of the Sadducees and Pharisees 
in the Sanhedrin at this apostolic time? Which party led in the 
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opposition to Christ, and why? Which party led in the early oppo- 
sition to the apostles, and why? What were the functions of the San- 
hedrin? How was its power at this time limited? What were the 
range and scope of its jurisdiction? Where were the sessions of the 
Sanhedrin held? What was the method of procedure in trials? Con- 
sider the relation of the Sanhedrin to John the Baptist, Jesus, Peter, 
Stephen, Paul. Why was the Sanhedrin the bitterest persecutor of 
Christianity? 

4. Proceedings and outcome of the second trial. — Compare this 
trial carefully in detail with the former trial recorded in Acts 4: 1-22. 
Who were the leaders in that trial, and in this? What charge was 
brought against the apostles in each? What was the purpose of the 
miraculous release of the apostles, and what effect, if any, did it have 
upon the Sanhedrin? State in full the reasons for the jealousy of the 
Sadduceans against the Christians (vss. 17, 24). What did they 
admit (vs. 28) as to the success and strength of the Christian move- 
ment? How would that "bring this man's blood upon" them (vs. 
28)? What defense did the apostles make to the charge of disobe- 
dience? Compare this with their defense in the previous trial (4:8- 
12). How could their disregard of the injunction of the Sanhedrin be 
justified {cf. Rom. 13: 1-7 ; 1 Peter 2: 13, 14)? What did the Sadducees 
wish to do with the apostles? How were violent measures thwarted? 
What judgment was finally rendered against the apostles? Why were 
they scourged? Was there any probability that they would cease " to 
speak in the name of Jesus"? Did they continue as before in their 
gospel mission ? What effect did the trial have upon the progress of 
the gospel? 

5. The counsel of Gamaliel. — What was Gamaliel's ancestry? What 
was his position as a teacher and Sanhedrist {cf. Acts 22:3)? What 
was his personal attitude toward Christianity? Consider carefully the 
question why Gamaliel counseled moderation toward the Christians. 
Was it due to a tolerant spirit? Was it due to a wisdom gained from 
historical observation? Was it due to opposition to the Sadducees, 
himself being a Pharisee? Did Gamaliel exert only an individual 
influence, or did he speak on this occasion as the representative of the 
Pharisaic element in the Sanhedrin? Why did the Sadducees accede 
to Gamaliel's advice? Was it because they were persuaded that toler- 
ance was better than violence, or because they could not carry their 
measures against the Pharisaic majority in the Sanhedrin {cf Acts 
23:6-9)? Had they reason also to fear the people, who were sup- 
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porting the Christians (cf. vs. 26)? Ascertain what further can be 
known about the two historical incidents cited by Gamaliel. 

III. Observations and Teachings. 

1. Organization. — The apostles were arrested and brought to trial 
as the leaders of the Christian movement. — The body of Christians 
was growing constantly and rapidly, so that their number was no 
longer recorded. 

2. Environment. — The people regarded the Christians with awe 
and reverence, and many of them joined the disciples. — The Saddu- 
cees were fearful that the Christian movement would sweep everything 
before it; the city of Jerusalem was filled with their teaching. — This 
meeting of the Sanhedrin was larger, more formal, and more impas- 
sioned than the previous one. 

3. Institutions. — Does the present section contribute any informa- 
tion on this subject? 

4. Belief and teaching. — The meaning of Jesus' life, death, and 
exaltation was plainly preached to the Sanhedrists. — Obedience to 
God's commands superseded obedience to the commands of any 
human authorities. — Persecution for the sake of the gospel was gladly 
borne by the apostles. 

5. Daily life. — The temple was a general meeting place of the 
Christians, and was also at this time the center of the public work. — 
Miracles were worked by the apostles as testimonials to their authority 
and as a summons of attention to their teaching. — The apostles did 
not in the least remit their evangelizing activities because of the pro- 
hibitory injunctions of the Sanhedrin. 

6. Divine guidance. — The Christians were given power and grace 
to attract and win many converts to the gospel, and to create a feeling 
of awe and reverence toward their cause. — Miraculous release from 
imprisonment was given the apostles, as a testimony to their divine 
mission. 

Literature. — Upon this section see the commentaries on Acts, especially those of 
Gloag, Hackett, Meyer, and the Cambridge Bible. Also Neander, Planting 
and Training of the Christian Church, Vol. I, pp. 46-48 ; Stifler, Introduction to 
the Book of Acts, sec. vi ; Farrar, Life and Work of Paul, Bk. I, ch. 6. On the 
Sanhedrin, see the article upon that subject in the Bible Dictionary ; Seidel, In 
the Time of Jesus, Bk. II, ch. 3 ; Schurer, Jewish People in the Time of Christ, sec. 
23 ; Stapfer, Palestine in the Time of Christ, Bk. I, ch. 5. 



